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side-lights on his English triumph and sudden departure from London 
in 1864. Scattered through the volume we find many extracts from 
letters. Rightly used — as one uses the personal memoirs of actors in 
great historic affairs, discounting their temperament — this posthumous 
book must be prized by historians, who have ample means for correcting 
its misstatements. In no other work in English are the Mazzinians and 
their Garibaldian allies painted with so much lifelikeness or defended 
with equal loyalty and charm. It is unnecessary to call attention to 
the misprints, of which there are many, but mention ought to be made 
of the illustrations, which include a large number of portraits and such 
a document as Garibaldi's death sentence. Duke Litta furnishes a 
sympathetic biographical sketch of Signora Mario. 

William Roscoe Thayer. 

Osterreichs innere Geschichte von 1848 bis 1907. Von Richard 
Charmatz. Volume II. Der Kampf der Nationen. (Leip- 
zig: B. G. Teubner. 1909. Pp. 176.) 

In the April number of this journal (pp. 586-588) we attempted to 
crystallize the inner-Austrian constitutional history since the revolu- 
tion of 1848 until 1878 under the leadership of the Germans. The 
above booklet tries to evolve the successful racial struggle of the Slavs 
and the Latins against German supremacy. Magyar history, since the 
compromise (Ausgleich) of 1867, which constituted the Dual Monarchy, 
is touched upon only so far as it affects vitally the very existence of 
Austria through a severe crisis, involving almost a breaking point, up 
to the rearrangement of the relations between both states during the 
ministry of Baron Beck. The inner struggle of the Magyar masters 
with their contending races, Germans, Serbo-Croats, Roumanians, would 
require an historical interpretation of its own fully as kaleidoscopic as 
that of Austria. 

Charmatz covers in an extremely succinct way the great work by 
Gustav Kolmer, Parliament und Verfassung in Oesterreich (5 vols., Wien 
und Leipzig, Carl Fromme), with the difference that while the latter 
is very pessimistic as to the outcome of the racial helium omnium contra 
omnes, the former sees no blind raging in the conflagration kindled by 
a dozen different nationalities, but a painful, toilsome progress influenced 
by great thoughts. This agrees with Ranke's historical maxim, " dass, 
von den kleinlich-verwerflichen Absichten zwar beruhrt, aber nicht 
beherrscht, zuletzt doch die grossen Motive entscheiden." 

Thus Austria is not tottering, Austria is slowly rising. A constitu- 
tional conflict of sixty years made it possible to remove the old feudal 
state, shake off the yoke of absolutism, at least according to the letter 
of the law, to make the constitutional principles of democracy the rec- 
ognized, if not always and everywhere enforced, law of the monarchy, 
and to lead the Austrian nationalities towards autonomy. Unfortu- 
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nately, the latter process is not yet completed, and the racial conflicts 
are raging more bitterly than ever. The old German Federal Empire, 
in its Cisleithan part, was now to be changed into a polyglot federation 
of kingdoms and crown lands in which the numerical predominance of 
the Slavic tribes would ipso facto prevail. Austria was to lose the very 
root of her existence through individualized, centrifugal race-conscious- 
ness, while only the dynasty common to all would remain a tie between 
the territorial, racial states tending apart, owing to the foreign speech- 
islands within them. 

The December Constitution of 1867, erected as a dam against the 
Slavicizing of Austria, could not stand against the constant, virulent 
onslaughts of the Slavs everywhere, of the Italians in the Tridentino 
and the Tyrol, Italia Irredenta. Under its debris the foundations of 
the old central power were buried with the German past of Austria, and 
the crown was dragged down into the struggle of the parties. In- 
stead of Parliamentary rule there was racial party rule of the majorities. 
The German opposition became paralyzed through the coalition of the 
German clericals with the Slavic elements. It was doomed to disin- 
tegration in proportion as its defeats became more frequent, as its 
groups annihilated one another, and as large fractions of the Germans 
fell prey to demagogues or reactionaries. All the Slavic races are ex- 
tending their activity to the neighboring German provinces, and are 
strong enough to demand that even in the ancient German imperial 
city of Vienna a place should be made for the Czech and Polish lan- 
guages in school and court. 

Nevertheless, the storms in the Reichsrat and the provincial parlia- 
ments, with many disgraceful scenes enacted, may be merely outward 
infection. In spite of bitter conflicts the races develop or deepen their 
national culture. The political fights do not absorb all the forces. So 
much is certain, however. While the advancing development brings 
advantages to the Slavs, there is nothing but resignation for the Ger- 
mans, who were exclusive masters for so many centuries, the foremost 
factors of culture that taught the other races to become conscious of 
themselves. 

Hermann Schoenfeld. 

BOOKS OF AMERICAN HISTORY 

Die Karten von Amerika in dent Islario General des Alonso de 
Santa Cruz, Cosmografo Mayor des Kaisers Karl V ., mit dem 
Spanischen Originaltexte und einer Kritischen Einleitung heraus- 
gegeben von Franz R. von Wieser. (Innsbruck: Verlag der 
Wagner' schen Universitats-Buchhandlung. 1908. Pp. xx, 59.) 

Commissioned by the Organizations Committee of the Sixteenth 
International Congress of Americanists to prepare a suitable " Fest- 
schrift " for presentation at the meeting held in Vienna September last, 



